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Venue : Hall - B, Chennai Trande Centre, Chennai 

 
The large and diverse gathering assembled at the Chennai Trade Centre the 
grand venue of the OATN`s OPT - INT 2018 Optometric intelligence confernce 
on 18 & 19th Auguest 2018 was a shining testimony to the great success of the 
institution’s basic endeavour of bringing ‘Optometry,’ the arithmetic, art and 
science of light and vision, centre stage and find a glorious place for it in the 
rarefied realm of academia, the dream of its founding members.  
 
The large gathering comprising students, practitioners of optometry, veteran 
tutors, the participative agenda, the celebrations planned as a retreat on the 
lighter side were a sign of the tireless efforts, meticulous planning and 
enthusiasm of the OATN organizing team consisting of optometrists, lecturers 
and students of Various Optometry Institutions lead by its vibrent head of 
optometry. 
 
The inagural function with a huge participation of between 900  to 1000 
delegates from across the world got off to an auspicious start with ‘Thamizh Thai 
Vazthu’ and the lighting of the lamp by The Chief Guest Shri Ma Foi K 
Pandiarajan - Honourable Minister for Tamil Official Language and Tamil 
Culture and Archaeology ,Govt of Tamilnadu., Guest of Honour Dr T S 
Surendran. FRCS,Vice Chairman & Director - Dept of Peadiatric 
Ophthalmology,Sankara Nethralaya Eye Hospital, Chennai.,Dr R Krishnakumar. 
Ph D.,Principal, Elite School of Optometry, Sankara Nethralaya & Chair - 
Scientific Committee - OATN and President of OATN ,Office Bearers  and seniors 
members in Optometry. 
 
The opening statement by Senior Optom. M Singaravelu - the Organzing 
Chairman, First President for OATN and Founder of Kuveyeam Opticals taken 
the opportunity to brief about the genesis of OATN and extended gis greetings to 
all the delegates and chief Guest and Guest of Honour and other well wishers of 
this great event. 
 



The Organizing Secretary Cum President of OATN - Optom. Poongothai 
Senthikumar extended a warm welcome to the distinguished Chief Guest and 
Guest of Honour, optometrists, lecturers and students of Various Optometry 
Institutions and well wishers of OATN for attending this important occassion. 
 
The genesis and milestones of OATN were detailed by Optom . Jothi Balaji J , 
General Secretary of OATN is taken the journey and milestones of OATN from its 
inception to till date through an interesting presentation with facts and figures. 
 
The moving force and prime architect of the OPT- INT 2018 conference, Dr R 
Krishnakumar. Ph D.,Principal, Elite School of Optometry, Sankara Nethralaya 
& Chair - Scientific Committee - OATN beriefed on the objectives of this 
Conference as this decade has seen a tremendous change and exponential 
growth in the field of Optometry in India. One side, there has been significant 
contributions by optometric educators to regulate and regularize the profession 
of Optometry in this country. On the other side , Optometry profession has 
expended its wings by significant contributions in the arena of academia, 
research, clinical area, innovations and development and to the community at 
large. This prestige primary eye care profession has recognized its need to stay 
upgraded and updated in the profession by conducting and participating in 
significant forums at large. On such pinnacle moment in this prestigious journey 
is OPT - INT. 
 
The following are the salient points highlighted by Minister Shri Ma Foi K 
Pandiarajan in his inaugural Speech. 
 
"In a vast country like India, amidst the various stream of work the total 
workforce is grossly estimated around 26 crores, but ironically among this 
 group only 8% belong to the organized sector. 
 
While we look at the western countries the statistics is staggering and almost 
more than 44% of the total workforce in their countries belong to the organized 
sector.In the past while we look at the choice of professions predominantly 
people would opt for Doctor or Engineer only.But the scenario has changed 
drastically today and people are looking at many choices suh as Teacher, Pilot, 
Nurse and even Driver as a apt and full time profession. 
 
The importance and significance of skill set has become more important and 
prominent compared to the educational qualification alone. 
 
The same point of view was very well echoed and articulated by our Former 
President Honourable Late Shri APJ Abdul Kalam too.As a matter of fact in the 
year 2003, the Government of India had allocated 12,000 crores of rupees only 
for skill developement alone.In this context it's noteworthy to mention that it's 
very essential to differentiate between the terms Craft and Profession. 
 
For any particular or specific craft to be identified or recognized as a Profession, 
6 fundamental and basic foundation principles have to be met with, enlisted and 
ennumerated with. 
 



The following are the 6 basic fundamental pre-requisites criterion for any Craft 
to be recognized and accepted and identifed as a Profession, 

 
1) The education material, syllabus and the various aspects of the 
knowledge imparted through that profession should be standardised and 
the pattern of education and methods of teaching and training should be 
standardised,regulated and same, uniform and comparable across the 
world in an international level. 
 
2) It's absolutely essential to have an distinct identity, that is separate and 
unique from the other existing professions across the world. 
 
3) It's very essential to have Council that governs the services rendered via 
that profession. 
 
4) It's mandatory to have the education imparted and delivered through 
university accreditation. 
 
5) Regular periodic conferences, academic meets, continuing education 
programmes and training should be organized and conducted without 
hindrance and fail. 
 
6) Last but not the least, there should be a self regulatory governing body 
that ensures the ethics, morals, basic fundamental principles on which 
the profession is built upon is not diluted and violated. 
 
Optometry as a science would get it's due recognition and regard and 
would be accepted and identified as an independent profession if the above 
6 criterion are met with and it's with absolute optimism and confidence 
that I confess that the role of optometrists in ensuring the health and well 
being of the eyes of our society and fellow countrymen is very significant 
and praiseworthy." 

 
Dr T S Surendran. FRCS,Vice Chairman & Director - Dept of Peadiatric 
Ophthalmology,Sankara Nethralaya Eye Hospital, Spoke on this occassion,as 
how the Optometry education evolved and the role of optometriests. He highly 
complemented optometrists for the support given to Ophthalmologists and 
Prevention of Bliness in our country. He also recalled the Elite School of 
Optometry started at Chennai in 1985. 
 
The untiring efforts and visionary approach of our Chairman  Emeritus 
Dr.S.S.Badrinath, Late Prof.S.R. Govindarajan , Prof.Jay M Enoch and Mr 
Lakshminarayanan (Vengu) is the strong foundation of ESO, which has helped it 
in achieving its current status Dr K Ravishankar was our Registrar and he 
contributed a lot to our ESO. The whole hearted hard work of the erstwhile 
Principals of ESO has  further added to the glory of ESO and stands now as a 
role model to many upcoming optometry schools in the country.He also 
distributed the Best Outgoing Optometrist awards for various institutions in 
India. 
 
 



The two day high level sessions / Workshop that followed at the picturesque 
venue was attended by more than 900 participants, over 25  speakers,etc.A total 
of ------ posters and  ----papers were presented and the Best scientific 
presentation prizes were bagged  Optometry students in various institutions. 
 
The momentous function marking the beginning of 2 days of scientific 
deliberations, lectures, debates and exchange of ideas combined with a cultural 
retreat and lot of fun, interaction and sightseeing came to an end with a warm 
Vote of Thanks by Optom Vivekanandan, Treasurer of OATN,he expressed his 
sincere thanks to the eminent Chief guest, Guest of Honour,SD Promo and 
organizing team of the OATN  for the memorable event. 
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The importance  of the conference can be gauged by the 
fact that the heads of all the major ophthalmic institutions 
and Well wishers like: 
 

1. Padma Bhusan Dr SS Badrinath - Founder of Sankara Nethralaya. 

2. Dr T S Surendran, Vice Chairman of Sankara Nethralaya. 

3. Dr S Aravind Srinivasan, Director - Aravind Eye Care Systems, 

Madurai. 

4. Dr K Ramnarayan,Chairperson- Manipal University  & Vice 

President-Faculty Development, manipal University, Manipal. 

5. Dr Amar Agarwal,Chairman - Agarwal Eye Hospitals. 

6. Dr Karl Golnik,Head of the American Association of Optometry have 

conveyed their good wishes for the success of the 

conference.Professor and Chairman - Department of Ophthalmology 

University of Cincinnati & University of Louisville, USA.Director ( 

Education) - International Council of Ophthalmology (ICO), 

Consultant - World Health Organization & American Academy of 

Ophthalmology.   

7. Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Minister of State for Health & Family 

Welfare, Govt of India.  

8. Shri Ma Foi K Pandiarajan,Honourable Minister for Tamil Official  

    Language and Tamil Culture and Archaeology,Govt of Tamilnadu. 

9. Shri Jagat Prakash Nada, Honorable Minister of Health & Family 

Welfare, Govt of India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 



Conference Message 

 
Dr Karl C. Golnik, MD, M.Ed 

Professor and Chairman - Department of Ophthalmology  
University of Cincinnati & University of Louisville, USA 

Director ( Education) - International Council of Ophthalmology (ICO) 
Chair - Pan-American Association of Ophthalmology’s Resident Education 

Committee 
Past-President of the Joint Commission on Allied Health in Ophthalmology 

Director ( Education) - Orbis International, Flying Eye Hospital 
Lifetime Achievement Awardee - American Academy of Ophthalmology  ( 

AAO) 
Consultant - World Health Organization (WHO) in Geneva. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
August 7, 2018 

Greetings from Dr Karl C. Golnik the United States ! 
I apologize, I may not be able to attend your meeting. I am sure it looks 
very good. I think the OATN Optometry conference is serving crucial role 
and both the education and standardization of the optometric practice in 
your region.  
 
The only way to achieve improved eye-care globally is to make sure that we 
have efficient well-run eye-care teams and of course optometry is the 
crucial part of the team.  
 
Further more the rehabilitation for blindness and low vision is often 
neglected and needs to be emphasized.  
 
I congratulate the conference organizers on a very comprehensive content 
and I urge each of you to take full advantage of this knowledge opportunity 
and keep up the fight for excellent vision care.  
 
I hope to see you somewhere around the world and have a great 
conference. 
 
Dr Karl C. Golnik 

 

 

 



Conference Message from  
Shri Ma Foi K Pandiarajan 

Honourable Minister for Tamil Official Language and Tamil Culture and Archaeology  
Govt of Tamilnadu 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dr T S Surendran, MBBS, DO, M Phil, FRCS 
Vice Chairman – Sankara Nethralaya, Medical Research Foundation 

Director - Paediatric Ophthalmology Department,Sankara Nethralaya 
 

August 4, 2018 

CONFERENCE MESSAGE 

I am delighted to learn that the Optometric Association of Tamil Nanbargal 
(OATN) is organizing the 2 days Conference - Optometric Intelligence - 
OPTINT 2018 on 18 & 19th 2018 at Chennai and bringing out a souvenir 
in commemoration. 

Optometry has become a specialty in Indian scenario. They help in 
eradicating visual refractive blindness and play a vital role in screening 
camps. They also take care of myopia research, Orthotics, low vision and 
contact lenses 

I strongly feel that this conference would be a suitable platform for 
achieving this goal as all Optometry professionals, educators, researchers 
in the field are coming together to improve individual knowledge and skills 
in order to sensitize, equip and empower Optometry. Wish Optometric 
Intelligence conference a great success. 

Dr T S Surendran 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 



 
 



 
Pre & Post Conference  

Neighbourhood Times ( 12.08.2018)  
Arcot Road Times, Chrompet Times, Kotturpuram Times, Pillar 
Times, T Nagar Times, Adambakkam Times & Alwarpet Times 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

  



  

 
 

 
 



 

 
https://tamil.thehindu.com/tamilnadu/article24718294.ece 

 

 



 

Neighbourhood Times ( 26.08.2018)  
Arcot Road Times, Chrompet Times, Kotturpuram Times, Pillar 
Times, T Nagar Times, Adambakkam Times & Alwarpet Times 

 

 
 



A photo report on the OATN  
Inaugural Function - 18.08.2018 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Dignitaries on the diaz during the Inauguration 

 
Mrs Preetha Ramprasat - Master of the Ceremony for the event 

 

 



 
lighting of the lamp by The Chief Guest Shri Ma Foi K Pandiarajan - Honourable 
Minister for Tamil Official Language and Tamil Culture and Archaeology ,Govt of 
Tamilnadu. &  
Guest of Honour Dr T S Surendran. FRCS,Vice Chairman & Director - Dept of 
Peadiatric Ophthalmology,Sankara Nethralaya Eye Hospital, Chennai. 
 

 
Welcome Address by The Organizing Secretary Cum President of OATN - 

Optom. Poongothai Senthikumar 
 



 
Senior Optom. M Singaravelu - The Organzing Chairman,  

First President for OATN - Addressing the delegates. 

  
Mr Jothi Balaji J - OATN General Secretary is Presenthing on OATN 

 

 

 
 



 
Dr R Krishnakumar. Ph D.,Principal, Elite School of Optometry, Sankara 
Nethralaya & Chair - Scientific Committee - OATN is addressing the delegates. 
 

 
Optom R Kumaran is Addressing the Delegates and Introducing the Guest of 

Honour - Dr T S Surendran  
 

 



 
Optom. Dinesh K Shah - Past Treasurer - OATN is addressing the delegates and 
Introducing the Chief Guest. 
 

 
Optom Vivekanandan G is addressing the delegates and delivering vote of thanks 

 

 



Presentation of Awards by the Chief Guest Shri Ma Foi K Pandiarajan - 
Honourable Minister for Tamil Official Language and Tamil Culture and 
Archaeology ,Govt of Tamilnadu. 
 

 

 

  

 

 

  



 

 

  

 

 

  



 

 

  

 

 

  



 

 

  

 

 

  



 

 

  

 

 

  



 

 

  

 

 

  



 

 

  

 

 

  



 

 

  

 

 

  



 

 

  

 

 

  



 

 

  
 

 
Guest of Honour Dr T S Surendran. FRCS,Vice Chairman & Director - 
Dept of Peadiatric Ophthalmology,Sankara Nethralaya Eye Hospital 
Addressing the delegates and presenting awards too 
 
 



 

 



 
   

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 



Over 900 Delegates 
across the country - Attending the Conference 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 



Scietific Presentations by the Emeninent Speakers  

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Compiled by A Mahalingam / Monday, August 27, 2018 

 


